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ACTIVE NEWS 

FEBRUARY  EDITION  2026  

February is named after an ancient Roman festival of purification called Februa 

Some famous people born in February 

Sir Stanley Matthews, the first ever soccer player to be knighted, he made 880 first-class         

appearances playing 54 times for England. 

Nell Gwyn, actress and mistress of King Charles II. 

Robert Peel, He reorganised the London police force who are still referred to today as ‘Bobbies’. 

Charles Dickens, the most widely known English writer after Shakespeare. 

Harold Macmillan, led his party to victory in the 1959 elections with the slogan ‘You’ve never had it 

so good’. 

Charles Robert Darwin, scientist and founder of the modern theory of evolution. 

Mary Tudor, Roman Catholic daughter of Henry VIII, known as “Bloody Mary” because of her      

relentless persecution of Protestants. 

John Henry Newman, Cardinal and theologian. His poem The Dream of Gerontius was set to music 

by Sir Edward Elgar. 

Samuel Pepys, the son of a London tailor, celebrated for his Diary 1660-69. 

George Harrison, Liverpool-born pop musician and member of The Beatles. 

OLD TOM by Tom Murphy 
 

 Old Tom’s departed, well he was one hundred and two. 
Even for Tom force of destiny there’s no escaping. 

Black car didn’t take him far to number twenty two. 
Where his feisty, octogenarian mistress is waiting.  

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Nell-Gwyn-Gwynne/
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Congratulations to Jill Barr who says 

 

I have spent almost a lifetime teaching           
literature and have been writing poetry 
for 25 years.  Like anyone else who 
writes, I dreamed of being published. I 
started at Keith Bennet’s Poems and 
Pints at Forest Arts and later attended 
Marguerite Greenwell‘s Tuckton Poets at 
Tuckton Library. I set up the u3a        
Poetry Writing Workshop two years    
before Covid and continued through 
that difficult time with the poets     
sharing    poems online and meeting  in 
a  distanced manner on the Quomps. I 
joined Wimborne Stanza Group three 
years ago. One of our number is a    
publisher, so when he asked if I wanted 
to be included in the anthology, I 
jumped at the chance. My advice to   
other writers?  

Never give up hope. 

Rosemary  

McCulloch, 

Jan Hartley and 

Sue Crosoer  

 

with members of 

the International 

Lunch Group 2,  

 

enjoying a  

Christmas meal 

at Everest 29032 

Don’t forget to send in copy for the March edition of Active News by 21 February 

Thank you in advance—Rosemary McCulloch  ramccull@gmail.com 
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Friday 6th February 18:30 at Walkford Arms Pub, Walkford 

£3.00 each  

Why not join us for a fun and social evening at Walkford Pub Skittle Alley.     

  Eat a  pre-ordered meal about 18:30 and then play Skittles afterwards.    

Come with friends or come on your own as teams are made up randomly. 

There are prizes for the winning team.  

 

Kathleen 

outofhours@christchurchu3a.org.uk  

SKITTLES EVENING 

mailto:outofhours@christchurchu3a.org.uk
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CONQUERORS CONQUER IN CHRISTMAS QUIZ! 

The Naval and Military History group held their Annual Christmas quiz on 19 November. 

The Quiz Inquisitor was Group Leader, Jill Fearn who also provided hot drinks and nibbles 

to keep the “troops” nourished (Napoleon once said that an army marches on its stomach).  

There were three teams taking part this year, the Conquerors, Dreadnoughts and         

Gladiators.  There were two table quizzes; WW2 Connections, and an A to Z of Ships and 

Boats, and also a spoken quiz, with a historical content.  

The Conquerors  proved most worthy of their name, and won it with 55 correct answers 

out of 61.  The Dreadnoughts came second, just scraping ahead of the Gladiators with 51. 

Philip Le Caer and sister Yvonne entertained everyone with some humorous tales from the 

armed forces, including one story about the actor Robert Newton.  Newton served as a   

stoker in the Royal Navy during the WW2, and was obliged to wear a life jacket for the      

duration.  At the end of hostilities, he tore off the hated life jacket and threw it into the 

sea, only to watch it sink beneath the waves! 

Not finished with her quizzes, Jill put some questions from the chair for people to shout out 

the answers - some of them proved to be more hysterical than historical. She ended the 

morning by giving a snapshot of Eleanor of Aquitaine, arguably the most powerful woman 

in 12th century Europe. She was Queen Consort of both Louis VII of France and Henry II of 

England, and mother of Richard the Lionheart and the slightly less popular King John of 

England (Magna Carta and all that).  She was infamous for interfering in her husbands’ and 

sons’ affairs.  Not for nothing has she gone down in history as Eleanor, not by the Grace of 

God, but Eleanor, by the Wrath of God. 

The photo shows the Conquerors proudly displaying their miniature trophies (seated front, 

Jeanette Frampton, standing: Ken Basham, Malcolm Floyd, Chris Don and Heather        

Graham). 

Many thanks, Jill, for giving us such an enjoyable morning. 

Registered Charity No. 1091197 


