ACTIVE NEWS

OCTOBER EDITION 2026 Chrigtehurch
Thankfully Autumn has returned once again
With the much-needed blessing of cooler weather.
Scarlet leaves glisten like rubies in the rain
uza friendships are exciting our (ives together.
Tom Murphy
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The New Members Meeting on Saturday 17 October from
10 am to 12 noon

at the Druitt Hall, Christchurch

This is your opportunity to find out more about what is
going on in u3a Christchurch and to meet Leaders and
Committee members.

Even More Important
Christchurch u3a Annual General Meeting
Monday 9 November 2026
Starting at 1400 at
The Runway, 15 Airfield Way, Christchurch BH23 3TG

This short meeting will be followed by a performance by
our own highly acclaimed Christchurch u3a Singers.

Nominations for Committee must reach the Secretary by 2 November.

David Williams, Leader of the Practical Creative Writing Group and Douglas Eyre,
a member of the group, were both awarded third places in the
Bournemouth Performing Arts Festival a few months ago.

Read part of their submissions on page 3




Deep Water

If the truth be known, I think I knew I was in deep water the minute I opened the
Tattoo Parlour. I will say here that I had no doubts about my
imagination and creativity, nor my artistic skills, having spent
three years at Camberwell Art College following in the steps of
such alumni as Jeff Banks, Laurence Llewelyn Bowen & Franko B.

I did a lot of graffiti as a boy, railway arches
were my speciality, the one of ‘Marilyn’ outside
Waterloo station was one of mine - Banksy
being my hero of course. I could cope with tattoos on all parts of
the body, even those bits where you would never imagine they
would want one, often leaving me very little room to express my
artistic licence; nowhere seems to be out of bounds these days. ............

.... It really took off, I was snowed under with business and had to get more staff
in to cope with the extra workload. And then the franchises followed,
which made me my fortune. Life just got better and better. Do you
know, once upon a time I couldn't even spell the word ‘millionaire’,
now I am one.

David Williams

Thoughty at sea

Ow owr private balcony quietly sitting
Burning sun and blue seaw past us flitting
How lucky are we o av West Indies cruise
What better way to-beat Jarnuary blues.
Except whew your brain, semi-somnic tries thinking
What is it that stobs this great metald lump fromv sinking?
I know if's ov ship, musnwt call it ov boat
But canv't work out what allowy it to-float? ........

Welre all up invthe morning over two-ov thwee howry
Allowing for smelly trawvellers that’s four thousand showery
Then we take onw boowrd breakfast in five dining rooms
Stewawds comb- cabing with hoover, bleach; brooms.
Sheer tonwnage of yoghuut, fruit ,cereals galore
Withv awrrays of fried eggs, bacon, black pudding and more
Surely, evenw morve reason to-ask how it’ s loated?

Douglas Eyre




OCTOBER 2026 LECTURES @ BNSS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

06 OCTOBER

TUESDAY / 7:45PM
ZOOM ONLY

100CT1OBER
SATURDAY / 2:30PM

13 OCTOBER

TUESDAY / 7:30
ZOOM ONLY

IN-HOUSE & ZOOM

R
THE RNLI L

David Richmond-Coggan will
talk about the three elements
of the RNLI Saving Lives at Sea:
Lifeboats, Lifeguards, Water
Safety advice. He will exhibit
small items that improve safety
both in the water and onshore.

IADIK A

BINARY STARS - A HISTORY
OF MAKING WAVES

Hugh Allen will illustrate the
impact of binary stars on the
history and science of
astronomy, using his own
images and spectroscopic
observations.

HEALERS NEEDING OUR HELP:
CONSERVATION BREEDING OF
MEDICINAL LEECHES

Adam Button & Ben Painter
of the Royal Zoological
Society of Scotland will
explain leech biology, the
breeding project, and current
uses of leeches in medicine.

27 OCTOBER

TUESDAY / 7:30PM
ZOOM ONLY

20 OCTOBER 24 OCTOBER
TUESDAY / 7:30PM SATURDAY / 2:30PM
ZOOM ONLY , &4, IN-HOUSE & ZOOM
3
LAWRENCE OF RIVERWAYS OF

DORSET STORIES TS

Mary van Coller, author of
Downstream Dorset: River
Tales and Local History, will
talk about historical events,
place names, and Dorset folk
who have lived alongside its
flowing rivers.

ARABIA IN DORSET

Local historian and author |
Steve Roberts will give &
cradle-to-premature-death
account of Lawrence, looking
at his life and achievements,
including his connections
with Dorset and Hampshire.

HONEYBEES /!m

Richard Rickitt, beekeeper at

The National Arboretum at
Westonbirt, will give us an
informative and entertaining peek
inside a beehive, looking at the
lifecycle of honeybees - how they
live, breed, communicate, and

310CT1OBER @ For full details, visit:
SATURDAY / 2:30PM

IN-HOUSE & ZOOM e bnss.org.uk/events/
R » our Facebook page
SLAUGHTERMAN? « our Instagram page

Veterinary Professor Andrew
Knight will explore the
theory that Jack was a
slaughterman rather than a
surgeon, including a look at
human-animal violence and
modern animal slaughtering.

Email us at:

Admission Free

Donations Appreciated

AA BOURNEMOUTH

NATURAL SCIENCE
SOCIETY & MUSEUM

39 Christchurch Road
Bournemouth BH1 3NS
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Wildlife of the Jurassic Coast
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From its rich fossil evidence, this stretch of England's coastline has
been home to a wide range of life forms for millennia and today's
species list is just as dramatic. Plants, reptiles, birds, mammals and
invertebrates all play a role in the balance of nature here and
Brian Pettit will try to highlight as many of them as he can, often in
extreme close-up.

Tea & Talks on Monday 12 October
1400 meet your friends for refreshments then
1430 the talk will begin
The Runway, 15 Airfield Way, Christchurch BH23 3TG
All welcome

“As yow grow older yow will discover
that yow hawve two- hands—one for
helping yourself, the other for
helping others”

Audrey Hepburn




